
Baptism of the Lord - 2022 
Is  40:1-5, 9-11; Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7; Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 

 When we hear the passage today: A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the way of the 

LORD!  Make straight in the wasteland a highway for our God!  I would like to take that passage 

as a jumping off point and explore the great epiphany contained in today’s feast and what it 

means for us. 

 This feast of the Baptism of the Lord, is really the second act of the Epiphany.  That 

Epiphany began when the wise men came to the manger, and it is deepened today to reveal more 

about who Jesus is.  We see the heavens open and the voice of the Father and the presence of the 

Holy Spirit proclaim who Jesus is - He is the Lord spoken of in the prophecies - we know that he 

is, as prophecy had proclaimed, Emmanuel (“God with us”) - this is who we are to prepare a 

highway for. …  A voice cries out: In the desert prepare the way of the LORD!  Make straight in 

the wasteland a highway for our God!  We know that a desert is a place without order and safety, 

barren and with very little life.  John the Baptist is that voice - calling out into the wasteland, the 

spiritual barrenness of our world.   He is crying out to a world in which statistics say that fewer 

and fewer people believe in and serve God.  What does John say as he cries out?  Make straight 

in the wasteland a highway for our God!  Don’t be dismayed by the wasteland of our society - 

prepare a way for God to come into it.  Don’t give up hope and think that the secular forces of 

the world will extinguish the presence of God.  John called out to the people of his day to repent 

and open their hearts - and by that for them to prepare a place in the world for God.  He calls out 

to us to do the same.  To recognize our faults and sins, to repent and to seek God’s forgiveness.  

He called out in his day for people to pay attention to Jesus Christ present in the world - and he 

calls out to us too, to pay attention with the clearer vision that comes from true repentance. 

 But we are getting to used to flashy webpages, too comfortable with instant gratification, 

to much believing the hype of the world that if it doesn’t slap you in the face then it isn’t real.  

We think that it is only good if it is going the way I plan - Well let me tell you, I have found that 

sometimes the presence and action of the Lord is found especially in the quiet and not so flashy, 

in the subtle and quiet, in the things that are NOT going our way.  Can you spot that small flower 

in the desert - can you see that sign of the presence of God that shows you that God is actually 

there in the wasteland?  That highway for God is not always a straight path, it is not always 



where we think it should be.  But if we find it, and stick with it, we can then see God working in 

our lives and where God is leading, if we give up too quick (as many I know have done) we will 

miss it. 

 Miss what? - you may say.  Miss the comfort of the Lord which is beyond the creature 

comforts of the world.  The comfort of the Lord that comes without wealth, or privilege, or 

flashy lifestyles.  The comfort we heard about today: Comfort, give comfort to my people, says 

your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her service is at an end, her 

guilt is expiated.  That comfort in knowing in the depth of your heart that regardless of the way 

things look, God has not abandoned you; regardless of how bad you feel about yourself or the 

future, God loves you.  Jesus’ Baptism today reminds us of our own Baptism.    When we get 

dirty by sin that soul that has been cleaned in Baptism, then the Sacrament of Reconciliation is 

like a washing machine restoring us back to the cleanliness we had when we were baptized.  

Remember, it is when our soul is clean that our vision is made more clear, that our hearts are 

more open to God, and the graces of the Eucharist are able to flow to us.  It is when we prepare 

the highway for God into the desert of our soul by repentance and cleansing that Eucharistic 

union with the Body of Jesus - born to us at Christmas and still present in the world - brings the 

effects Titus spoke of: He saved us through the bath of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 

whom he richly poured out on us through Jesus Christ our savior, so that we might be justified by 

his grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life.  Opening the highway for the presence of God 

to be seen in the world and in our own lives opens another highway - the one to the promises of 

Eternal Life.  This is not a fable, but a truth; this is not a superstition, it is a promise of God to 

comfort and to save from the desert and build a continuing highway to an eternal life in the oasis 

of heaven. 


